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SENTINEL
The Great Sphinx of Otilzoh
What the meaning of that

vast human head that rises out ot
the gleaming sand beside the great
pyramid ot Hewn out of
the solid limestone rock it towers
above you to a height of seventy
feet and it stretches away in the
form of the body ot a lion to a
length of one hundred and fifty
feet in front of you Sculptured
with consummate skill it reposes
in graceful ease on the The
face gazes with a sublime patience
and mystery into the tar distance
Its features been much mutil
ated by the ravages of time and
many of the finer lines have been
worn away by the graving tool ol
the winds holding as a cutting
edge the desert sand But still the
eyes their ancient human
look of unfathomable mystery an
calm eternal patience
Why was this colossal figure con
structed Was it a mere caprice-
or was it meant to express a defin
ite purpose That question is not
involved in the meaning of its sym
bolic shape The people who fash-
ioned it we have reason to believe
were astronomers as well as sculp
tors They came from a land
where the stars were first observed
and their phenomena studied in
connection with the affairs of men
where the priests watched the ris

rtl aM stars in
temples were a tr M w i
observatories and were orientated-
to certain astral movements The
event of greatest importance in
Egypt has always been the annual
inundation of the Nile The whole
welfare the country depended

this event from time imme
morial We can imagine theretore
how profound would be the inter-
est manifested in everything asso-
ciated with if and especially in the
signs in the heavens that indicated
its approach The two signs of
the zodiac through which the sun
passed at the time of this periodic
flood were Leo and Virgo May
we not suppose then that the
womans head and the lions body
were carved in the rock in the com
posite figure of the Sphinx in
order to represent the combination-
of these two constellations as a
perpetual heraldic record ot the
annual baptism and resuscitation
of the land under the benignant
influence cf these auspicious stars

This theory is at least as plausi
ble as any other that has been ad
vanced and there are several
things that would seem to corrob-
orate it According to the primi
tive legend the rise of the Nile is
caused by the tears shed by Isis
over the tomb ol her brother
Osiris And the modern Egyptian
still believes that during one night
in the year viz a mirac
ulous drop rom heaven falls into
the river and causes it to averflow
This night is called the Lailet en
Nuktah May not Ist be the vir

whose countenance looks
calmly at you from the body ot the
Sphinx Probably in connection
with this mourning of Isis a
heathen ceremonv was performed
for many ages in which a virgin
was yearly sacrificed to the divin-
ity of the river This human sac-
rifice it is said was abolished by
Amer the Mahometan general who
took Cairo in 640 and a paper on
which a prayer to the Nile was
written was substituted A relic
of the old custom still survives in
a pillar of earth called the bride
or girl being left in the middle ot
the Khalig el Masri thi old canal
that flows through the heart of
Cairo to be washed away by the
incoming water when the canal is
opened to receive the overflow ol
the inundation of the Nile
ceremony of tre annual cutting
the Khaig takes place between
the and the fifteenth of Aug-
ust and is performed with extra-
ordinary pomp and splendor All
the great dignitaries of Egypt in-

cluding the Khedive are present
and amid the salvoes of artillery
and a brilliant display of fireworks
the embankment that blocks the
mouth of the canal is removed by
the hoes of Nubian slaves and the
dark waters rush rejoicingly in
filling the channel to the brim and
prophesying the bursting out of
the whole land into verdure and
fruitfulness The ceremony is con
cluded by the Sheik of Islam
thanking Allah for his goodness
and inyoking a blessing upon the
ti meous flood while a big of silver
piastres is thrown into the water
and is eagerly scrambled for by a
crowd of divers It was indeed a
common custom ol antiquity to
offer human sacrifices to propitiate
the divinity of a river lest it should
do damage its overflow or
when a bridge was to be built over
it or a ferryboat established to ply
upon its waters This custom sur-
vived in Rome to a late period
when atat tott nt
the Tiber as substitutes for human
victims And when the practice-
of throwing infants into the sea at
the mouth of the Ganges as a sac
rifice to the go decs was
put an end to by the British author
ities the mother who made a vow
to this representation of the river
Ganges cast a into the
waves as a substitute for the
doomed child But in the Egypt
ian ceremony of the yearly

of a virgin to the Nile we can
trace the custom to its earliest
source and perhaps it is not too
far fetched to associate it with Isis
and the female half of the great
Sphinx of Ghizeh

MATERIAL FROM SPACE Recent
researches have gone far to render
possible the assertion ol Nordensk

and others that a large por-
tion of the earths constituents may
be of cosmic origin that in other
words in the course ot ages the
distant stars and other
bodies may have contributed of
their substance to thicken the crust
of world For example at
various times and in various
places there has been collected
from the snow a black powder
containing metallic iron and in
some instances cobalt and nickel
while on the inland ice which

Greenland a peculiar min
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eral powder named krookonite
mixed ol metallic iron
has been detected This dust on
sists of small angular double
refracting crystal fragments with
out any mixture of particles
glass and is therefore very
ent the glass dust that is

From these similar data Nor
ventures on the assertion

that not improbably if this dust
falls in an amount all over
the globe and though the snow
enables it to be detected more
easily than on the earth there is
no reason tor supposing that it
does not something half a
million tons drop from the celestial
spaces in the course of a year The
shooting sitars must discharge an
immense quantity of those lumin-
ous particles hours at a time
we see them falling and when we
remember that this has been going
on during unnumbered geological
ages it is not impossible to
it as an important factor in the his
tory 01 our In brief it may
be lound that a considerable

ol the constituents of our
sedimentary strata especially of
those that have been deposited in
the open sea far from land are of
cosmic origin and will throw an
unexpected light on the origin of
the firehearths ol the volcanoes
and afford a simple explanation ot
the remarkable resemblance which
unmistakably exists between plu-

tonic rocks and meteoric stones
namely by showing that orin

i i plutonic and
volcanic rocks is of cosmic origin
and that the phenomena ot heat
which occur in these layers depend
on chemical changes to which the
cosmic sediment after being cov
ered by thick terrestrial forma-
tions subjected Without quite
homologating this ideait is certain
that meteoric or native iron is
and has Irom the remotest ages
been falling on the earths sur
face from the immeasurably dis
tant regions outside ol our atmos
phere Our Earth end its Story

Ios9 I l n l and Its Birds

CkamAtrts Journal

The coast line of Southwestern
Africa for a very considerable dis
tance north of the Cape of Good
Hope presents but few features of
interest indeed it may be des-
cribed as a wearisome and monot
onous picture of barren looking
rocks alternating with long arid
stretches of sand dunes the deso-
lation of the scene being completed
by the angry surf which with
beaseless and depressing rhythm
beats upon the shore At the same
time the atmosphere in these com
paratively rainless latitudes is

pure and invigorating one
feels as if it were almost a luxury
to breathe and when night clog s-

in the starry heavens present a
glorious spectacle to the eye while
all the sea flashes
and sparkles with the

ray emitted by countless
forms of marine life Possession
Island the largest of the group is
about five hundred miles of Cape
town and viewed from a short
distance off looks uncommonly
like a huge drab colored clinker
set down in the ocean It is

shaped and shelters Elizabeth
Bay from the westward the main
land being well defined in the dis-
tance On nearer approach one
experiences sensation akin to tha
induced by a theatrical transfor-
mation scene the and
apparently untenanted waste being
alive with birds enjoying to the full
the immunity secured from pred
atory foes and showing but little
signs ol timidity from outside in
trusion Thousands upon thou
sands of penguins line the shore
strutting about with great self im
portance and jealous one might
almost imagine that has
not endowed them with the power
of flight like their comrades the
malagas a very handsome bird
aboutthesize of an ordinary goose
and with much the same plumage
except that the head and neck are
tinted with yellowish feathers
Enormous flocks of these malagas
are to be seen in every direction
either standing in solid groups
covering a large extent of ground
or wheeling about in the air now
and then darting out seawards in
quest of fish upon which they
pounce with unerring accuracy
Then there various kinds of
gulls guillemots and other sea-
birds In July and August is the
breeding season and it is not till
later in the year that the islands
are what is technically called in
full bloom when the birds are
more numerous than ever Some
of the habits of the penguin are
very peculiar Their nests consist-
of a hole scratched in the sand or
just a crevice in the rock into
which they drag a f r stones
ptcica of acttweeu or any ruDDMn
available and here they deposit
two or at the most three the
period of incubation lasting six
weeks When the young birds are
hatched they very quickly take to
the water Shortly after the breed
ing season is concluded the work
of collecting the guano or excre
ment begins and this on the
islands furnishes employment for
thirty or f rty hands the ranks be
ing recruited from all sorts and
conditions of men even a broken
down barrister having been known
to cast in his lot among these un-
toward surroundings At the time
ot the visit of the commission there
were over oo tons of guano
stacked on this island in a large
heap representing a money value
of close upon 15006 At one
time Possession Island mist have
been the haunt of innumerable
quantities of seals for the remains
of these creatures are to be seen in
all directions abundantly confirm-
ing the statement of Captain Mor
rell who when describing his visit

since said I saw
the effects of a pestilence or plague
which had visited these inhabitants-
of the ocean with as much malig-
nancy as the Asiatic cholera does
the bipeds of the land The whole
island was literally covered with
the of fur sale with their
skins still on them
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LAUSEN PRICF BREW
ING CO

NEW YORK BREWERY

59th St and nth Ave

NEW YORK

XX XXX Ales and Porter for City and
Export

G YUENGLING JR
BREWING CO

EXTRA Fun LAGER BEER BREWERY

Cor iath St and roth Ave

NEW YORK

THE JACOB HOFFMANN

are 212 E 55th Street

M N NOLAN Pres and Treas
M SCHRODT JOIN HOPFMAN Mgrs

A KAMPFER JOSEPH A SHEA
Secretarv Asst Secy

QUINN NOLAN

Boverrck Brewing Col

LAGER BEER BREWERY

22 24 26 2 and 30 North Ferry Street

ALBANY N Y

WILLIAM SIMON
PROPRIETOR

t

John SoliuBlcrn Browing Co

BREWER MALTSTER

BUFFALO N Y

BREWERY

RUM AM ORRMAN BREWING
COMPANY

StaplotonStnton Island ft Y

EO RINGLER CO

LAGER BEER BREWERS

9t3t and fd Streets between ad andjd
Avenues

NEW YORK

SEITZS SON

BROOKLYN QITY BREWERY

Established 1846

2802S4 MAUJER ST

BROOKLYN

KL1NG

BREWING CO-

ve near Belle Isle Bridge
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TANSMHAEUSER BEER I

UNQUESTIONABLY THE

THE TANNHAEUSER BEER-
Is brewed from the Finest Pale Canada West Barley Malt and Saazer Hopsand especially recommended for its tonic and qualities

ENGEL BREWING COMPANY received Two Medalsat the Centennial Exhibition 1876 and was awarded the Grand Prize at theUniversal Exposition Paris 1878 highest award and Diploma of Horror Bruwete
awards at the Worlds Fair Chicago 1893 and Grand at InternationalExposition Antwerp 1894
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THE LEflDIJTC BREWERY IH THE WORLD

Most Wholeso nd Popular Beers

he Original
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Be FAUST

The A1EUSER

The PALE LAGER

SERVED ON ALL PULLMAN DINING AND BUFFET CARS
SERVED ON ALL WAGNER DINING AND DfJPPBT CARS

SERVED ON ALL OCEAN AND LAKE STEAMERS
SERVED IN ALL FIRST C7w4SS HOTELS

SERVED IN THE JEST FAMILIES
SERVED IN ALL FINn CLUBS

TUB Two Greatest Tonics Malt Nutrlne and Liquid Bread
are prepared fiy thIs Association

Brewers ofFaust While Label
FINE BEERS EXCLUSIVELY

Trade resbcctfnllv solMteit
General
First and Virginia sw Washington J J

BREWING CO

BREWERS AND BOTTLERS

WHEELING WVA

D PARSONS SONS

llflaE1JSE MBusGa B EWI G

Brewers ofthe

TnB MUENOHENL
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Engineers
Architects

Contracting

aud Machinists

a6th and Poplar Streets
PHILADELPHIA

I

Plans and Specifications furnishes

for our improved Gravity System for

Breweries

Builders ol modern Machinery and

Millwright workfor Breweries Malt and

Elevator Houses
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EBLANA BREWERY
BOSTON MASS

PETER BREIDT CITY

LAGER

600612 Pearl Street

ELIZABETH

JOSEPH HENSLER BREW

ING CO

LAGER BEER BREWERY

73 HAMBURG PLACE

Nnwark N J

LEMBECK

t STEAM ALE BREWERY
164 to 186 Ninth Street between Grove

and Henderson Streets
JERSEY CITY NJ

FRANK FEHR BREWING co
CITY BREWERY

Office No 436 E Greene Street

LOUISVILLE KY

F F X L and LAGER BEER

This Beer awarded first Gold
Medal at Southern Exposition Louis
ville Ky 1883 and 1884

PH ACKBRMAN

SENN ACKERMAN

MAIN STREET BREWERY

1710 to 1720 W Main St

LOUISVILLE KY

UK OKI IVIEJIEMANN BREW
ING CO

Jefferson St

Newport Ky
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pABST BREWING COMPANY

MILWAUKEE WIS f

r

y

The and popular Brewery in the vv ija Annual output over
ioeofxx You can let you go by asking for Pab tAddress all communications to

Pabst Brewing Co

703 705 North Capitol Street
JTeleplione
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C
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SCHLITZ
BREWING
COMPANY
MANUFACTURER OF MALT AND

LAGER BEER

MILWAUKEE WIS

Depots

6is D street sw Va h Uon D O

P M Ohtnais Go 146 uB Fulton sr
N w York

H L Ltmkililsj25i4i outnKutaw

E stern

VAL BLATZ BREWING

BREWERS AND EXPORTERS
OF HIGHGRADE

ONLY

CHRISTIAN MOERLEIN BREWING
COMPANY

AND BOTTLERS

O 8 k A G M E E R d

Elm Henry and Dunlap Streets

CINCINNATI

FRANK JONES BREWING CO

i lebrated GOLDEN STOCK ndla Patel Porter Brown
IMPERIAL CREAM XXX ALES Stoat Importer Basss

Office 84 Market Street PORTSMOUTHN

DEPOT 147 Congress Street Boston Jrfassi
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